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Intimate Covert Filming 
 
NEW OFFENCES RECOMMENDED FOR INTIMATE COVERT FILMING  

 “New laws are needed to curb secret filming of people in intimate situations,” Law 
Commission President, Hon Justice Bruce Robertson said today when releasing the Law 
Commission’s report Intimate Covert Filming.   

The report, which responds to the government’s request last year for advice on any 
required law changes to deal with secret filming, recommends new criminal offences for 
making, distributing and possessing covertly filmed intimate images. Convicted 
offenders would face imprisonment and the court could order forfeiture and destruction 
of images and equipment.    

“Where people have a reasonable expectation of privacy, they should have legal 
recourse if they are secretly photographed when they are in a state of undress, or 
engaged in sexual activity, or other intimate bodily activity, such as using a toilet,” said 
Justice Robertson.  “This is a serious invasion of privacy and an affront to human 
dignity.  So too is secretly photographing underneath people’s clothing – so-called “Up-
skirt” filming.” 

“The privacy invasion is exacerbated when people distribute and possess these images.”   

Justice Robertson said that the subjects of intimate covert filming should also be able to 
seek redress through the civil justice system.  
 
“The Privacy Act 1993 has given us a specialist body that now has 14 years of 
experience in dealing with privacy complaints.  These processes should be available 
to the subjects of intimate covert filming.  We recommend amendments to ensure 
that all conduct covered by the new offences can also be dealt with as a breach of 
privacy complaint, and to provide for forfeiture of images and equipment.”  
 
Justice Robertson said that the issue is one of increasing concern, especially with the 
prevalence of mobile-phone cameras and other technological developments.   

For comments, call Neville Trendle 04 473 3453 
For a copy call Colleen Gurney, Assistant Publications Officer 04 473 3453 

com@lawcom.govt.nz 
Level 10, 89 The Terrace, PO Box 2590, Wellington, New Zealand 
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