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Disclosure of Previous Convictions 
 
“In April 2007, the Law Commission was given a reference to review the existing law 
on the extent to which the court in a criminal trial is made aware of the prior convictions 
of the accused,” the President of the Law Commission, Sir Geoffrey Palmer, said today. 
 
“We are also asked to review any other allegations of similar offending by the accused 
or any other evidence of the accused’s bad character.” 
 
“Today we release a Discussion Paper on these technically complicated and 
controversial issues.” 
 
“The Commission is most grateful to the Honourable R A McGechan QC, a retired 
Judge of the High Court of New Zealand, who as the Commission’s senior consultant, 
has taken the lead on this project.”  
 
“The Commission thought it was important to have a person leading this project who 
had extensive practical trial experience.” 
 
“As the Discussion Paper makes clear, the disclosure of the defendants’ previous 
convictions or misconduct to a jury has always been a difficult area of the law.” 
 
“Changes were made in it by the Evidence Act 2006, which took effect on 1 August 
2007. This means that the previous law has already been altered.” 
 
“The Discussion Paper puts forward a number of options for further reform and it awaits 
submissions on this topic.” 
 
“The Commission has aimed to produce a thorough analysis of the issues as a clear 
platform against which to consider change.”  
 
“Submissions on this Paper close on Friday 15 February 2008.” 
 
“The topic under review is difficult. Different views will exist on it. The Commission 
needs to hear those views and only then will it decide what to recommend,” Sir 
Geoffrey concluded.  
 
The Paper is to be found on the Law Commission’s website www.lawcom.govt.nz and 
can be downloaded free.  
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