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NEW ISSUES IN LEGAL PARENTHOOD 

A new report from the Law Commission makes some key recommendations 
regarding changes to the legal rules that determine parenthood. 

The report, New Issues in Legal Parenthood, has been presented to Parliament, 
through the Minister Responsible for the Law Commission, Hon Marion Hobbs. It 
follows a comprehensive review of the legal meaning of ‘parent’, the purpose of 
parenthood laws and the importance of the legal relationship between a parent and 
a child. 

“Many of the issues covered in the report arise from changes in family structure 
and developments in new birth technology and DNA parentage testing. 
Consequently not all children have the benefits and protections of legally 
recognised parental relationships or have access to accurate information regarding 
their genetic and gestational parentage.” says Law Commissioner Frances 
Joychild.  

The findings and recommendations from the Law Commission aim to ensure that 
all children have equal protection under parental law.  
The Law Commission makes 30 recommendations. Key ones are: 
 

• Extending the presumption of paternity to men living with the child’s 
mother in opposite sex de facto and civil union relationships 

• Developing a comprehensive DNA parentage testing regime 
• Enabling sperm or egg donors to “opt in” to legal parenthood with the 

agreement of the recipient parent(s), which in some cases will result in a 
child having 3 legal parents 

• Enabling a regime for the transfer of parenthood in surrogacy 
arrangements 

• Taking measures to ensure children have effective access to genetic and 
gestational lineage 

 

For comment, from Frances Joychild, Law Commissioner, contact Trish Green 04 475 
3702 or 021 687 201 For a copy, call Colleen Gurney, Assistant Publications Officer 
(04) 473 3453, com@lawcom.govt.nz 
 


	MEDIA RELEASE
	EMBARGOED UNTIL TABLED IN PARLIAMENT –
	(EXPECTED TO BE 20 APRIL 2005 2PM)
	
	
	
	NEW ISSUES IN LEGAL PARENTHOOD





