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Hon Sir Grant Hammond KNZM 

President 
Law Commission 

 

 
THE PUBLIC’S RIGHT TO KNOW:  OVERSIGHT OF  

THE OFFICIAL INFORMATION LEGISLATION 
 
 

The Law Commission today released its final report, The Public’s Right to Know: Review of 
the Official Information Legislation (NZLC R125, 2012).  
 
According to Professor John Burrows, the Lead Commissioner for this project, “It is clear to 
us that these Acts lack an ‘owner’ within the public service charged with championing their 
purpose.  This is holding the legislation back from meeting its important objectives.” 
 
The Office of the Ombudsmen has the role of dealing with complaints about information not 
being released when requested.  Submissions to the Law Commission overwhelmingly 
supported the Ombudsmen continuing to do this.  The Ombudsmen have also done what they 
can to support the legislation in other necessary ways, such as through guidelines, articles, 
seminars and training, although there is no clear mandate or funding for these activities. 

“The lack of statutory oversight functions, other than complaints, is one of the largest gaps in 
our official information legislation.  Since the OIA and LGOIMA were passed, other 
comparable statutes give clear functions to oversight bodies such as the Privacy 
Commissioner, the Chief Archivist and the Health and Disability Commissioner.  Other 
countries, such as Australia and the United Kingdom, have set up oversight models such as 
an Information Commissioner.” 

The Commission regards the official information legislation as being of such public and 
constitutional importance that this omission needs to be addressed.  Without statutory 
oversight of matters such as policy development, operational support and performance 
review, the Commission believes that perennial problems under the legislation will continue 
and may even get worse. 

“There is a clear case for statutory oversight so that the legislation operates smoothly in what 
is becoming a complex environment.  We believe there is a real need to establish a high level 
leadership role for official information within the government information management 
structure to deal with problems and take advantage of opportunities as they present 
themselves.”  
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The Law Commission suggests a range of options, including an Information Commissioner 
or co-locating the oversight functions with other information responsibilities, such as the 
Chief Government Information Officer in the Department of Internal Affairs. 

The Commission is recommending that the Ombudsmen would continue to carry out the 
complaints and guidance functions.  

The Government will now consider the recommendations in the Law Commission’s report, 
and will respond to them in due course. 

The report is available on the Commission’s website www.lawcom.govt.nz. 

 

-ENDS- 

 

For further information and comment, contact:  Professor John Burrows, Law 

Commission, tel (04) 914 4813 or 021 557 124, jburrows@lawcom.govt.nz 

This media release and a pdf of the report will be available from our website at 
http://www.lawcom.govt.nz/project/review-official-information-act-1982-and-local-
government-offical-information-act-1987 
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